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“Restore”

Sometimes a very profitable study is that one in
whichit is seen that a particular word is used in both
an ethical (or spiritual) sense and also in a secular
sense. Such a word is that which is translated "'re-
store'" in Gal. 6:1. Spiritual Christians are told to
"restore an erring brother inthe spirit of gentleness".
The word that is here translated ''restore' is from
the Greek word, "katartidso'. This same Greek word,
or some form of it, is found many times in the New
Testament and is used mostly in an ethical sense. For
example, Eph. 4:12 "perfecting the saints"; I Cor. 1:
10 "be perfectly joined together in the same mind; 2
Cor. 13:1 "Be perfect", etc.

It is interesting to note, however, that the same
word is also used in a secular sense. For instances,
it is so used in Mark 1:19 (and Mt. 4:21), where it is
said of James and John, that they "'were in the boat
mending (katartidso) thenets. The same word that is
used to tell us to restore an erring brother is also
used to say that James and John mended nets. This
comparison ought to give some insight into the condi-
tion of the brother and the kind of work that ought to
characterize Christians. The erring brother needs
"mending", just like a fish net does. He is not what
he ought to be, and Christians ought to try to get him
back to his former useful and worthwhile condition.

Interestingly, in the same connection, the word
"katartidso'' is used--though not in the NT--at times
to describe a doctor's setting a broken bone. The
bone is broken or out of joint and the physician sets
(katartidso) the limb. I suppose it may be getting a
little more out of this than is warranted to point out
that Christians are "members" of Christ's body who
are to be '"fitly framed together' and as "joints'" are
to supply something to the edifying of the body (Eph.
4:16). Instead of supplying, however, oftentimes some
get "out of joint"', and like a broken bone need ''setting',
mending, yea restoring. (and no doubt no such "pun"
was intended by the inspired writer, yet it is interest-
ing, at least to me, that this work of restoring, mend-
and resetting is to be done with "gentleness'!)
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from EDITOR'S DESK

ABUSE OF RIGHTS:
A hammer that
forges extremists

By Edward O. Bragwell

Authorized action for one toward God can be placed
under two basic headings: (1) Things one MUST do to
please God. (2) Things one MAY do and please God.
The MUSTS should not be made MAYS, nor the MAYS
made MUSTS. Paul warns against forbidding one's
rights before God, such as marriage and meat eating
(I Tim. 4:3,4). No person needs to feel that he MUST
marrynor eat certain meats to please God, but he has
every right to feel that he MAY do both. One has no
right to deny him these rights. Elsewhere, Paul
warns Christians against indiscriminately using their
rights without regard to the effect it would have on
others and the cause of Christ. (I Cor. 8,9; Rom.
14:1-23). In fact, Paul had denied himself certain
rights, on occasion, for the over-all good of the
cause of his Lord.

One must be baptized to please God (Acts 2:38).
He may be baptized in a stream, a pool, a vat, a
baptistry, or any other suitable container of water--
inside or outside a house. One must eat the Lord's
supper, as a Christian, upon the first day of the week
(Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 11:17ff.). A church may use one,
two, three, or as many plates and drinking vessels
needed to distribute the elements of the Supper. A
great deal of harm is done by those who would release
Christians from the necessity of baptism and the Lord's
Supper. Likewise, harm is done by those who demand
that one MUST baptize in a specific kind of container,
such as a running stream; or by those who demand that
a churchuseno more than one drinking vessel for the
whole congregation. (I have often thought that ifeach
congregation can have only one container then the one
at Jerusalem must have been a whopper to serve 3, 000
plus those being added daily--Acts 2:41,47).

The history of the church is dotted with extremists
who have gone on a negative kick consigning to perdi-
tion anyone who practices certain things God has given
us the right to do. I know of no period that is not so.
In my own life-time I have met my share of such.
I may have had a little pet extreme or two of my very
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own along the way. But, let's not talk about that!
Without offering one ounce of defence for unwarrant-
ed negativism, it might be good to examine factors
that make extremists tick. I do not profess to know
all the answers, but Iwould like to suggest one factor
for consideration.

I have observed that very often negative extremists
are simply reacting to excessive zeal and abuse of
some in the exercise of particular rights. In the early
50's (that's the period, not my age--yet) I almost todk
the Garrett-Ketcherside position on "located preach
ers'' and ""the colleges'. Why? [ know a few '"located
preachers'" who were virtually '"'Pastors' and some
school advocates who almost equated loyalty to the
schools with faithfulness to Christ. Had it not been
for some patient teachings and good example of two
or three older "located preachers', I might have done
myself and the Lord's work grave injustice.

Preachers have a right to "locate" ("'Abide still at
Ephesus--I Tim. 1:3), receive wages (I Cor. 9:14; 2
Cor. 11:8) and preach the gospel to the church (Acts
20:7,8; Rom. 1:15). One has no right to deny them
these rights. But, I fear, that some preachers who
have located and ''took over' the work of the congre-
gation and/or made excessive demands for pay and/or
neglected efforts to reach those outside of Christ have
cause some to turn from those rights in disgust and
conclude (wrongly) that there must be something basic-
ally wrong with the ""'system'. It is not so, but those
of us who preach would do well to not abuse our rights
so0 as to give occasion for weaker brethren to fall in-
to negative extremes in their over-reaction to our
abuses.

Brethren have he right to go into business and
offer products and services to saint or sinner. It may
the hardware, book, furniture, publishing or private
school business--or any other legitimate business.
(cf. Eph. 4:28). They may sell living room or "'church"
furniture. They may sell math, history or religious



books, even Bibles. They may publish sports maga-
zines or religious journals. They may sell instruct-
ion inthearts, the languages, or the Bible, I know of
no principle that would be violated by these individual
business enterprizes. Of course, it must be kept free
from church entanglement. Yet, those in such busi-
nesses need a word of caution just here, lest their
fervor for their '"rights'" redound to the forging of
extremists.

In recent years, I have heard a great deal of neg-
ative talk (from preachers and others) about activities
hrethren in business. Some have even questioned the
basic right of certain brethren and certain bhusinesses.
1 get the impression that much of the opposition was
bornof a disgust for the excessive zeal of brethren for
their endeavor. One brother questioned a preacher's
right to sell "soap products' on the side to supplement
his income. Thaveno doubt that a preacher or anyone
else may sell something "on the side'. But, why
would this brother question this right? From whatl
could see, a great deal of it could be traced to the
preacher's excessive zeal for his side line. It was
hard to tell if he was using soap to get an opportunity
to teach the gospel or using the gospel to sell soap!
Isn't it simply amazing how many sermon illustrations
one can draw from business, especially one's own
business ?

Tam hearing some alarming misgivings from bre-
thren as the basic right of individual Christians' to go
into the private school business (if Bible classes are
a part of the curriculum) and/or the religious publish-
ing business. I do not believe that ALL these misgiv-
ings are held by brethren "born in the objective case
and kickative mood'. The excessive zeal of some
paper and school men (and their friends) may have,
rightly or wrongly, given riseto some of these mis-
givings. When a school man leaves the impression
that one is kind of a second-class Christian unless he
actively supports and/or chooses to send his children
to such a school some eyebrows should he raised! If
a paper man suggests that his paper is a "must' or
nearly so, heis asking for questionings. When a pa -
or school enthusiast uses gospel meetings to either
openly or covertly promote his business then he should
not wonder why serious doubts are raised. What if a
furniture salesman or manufacturer, who happened
toalso preach, used meetings to sell furniture? Would
brethren be as tolerant as some are with education
and publication salesmen who use them to sell their
wares ? Oh, I know, that the person is so sold on his
work that he sincerely thinks that he is really doing
brethren a great service by telling them what he has
to offer. But, I have never met a dedicated salesman
or business man who did not feel the same about his
product or service. The brethren where I preach are
in various lines of work and I hope legitimately so!
They believe they are doing their patrons a real ser-

vice. How long would brethren put up with the use of
the church's bulletin and assemblies to advertize each
of their businesses and urge brethren to trade with
these brethren in a "Christian atmosphere"? How
long would they put up with one of our teachers {who
happens to be a banker and preacher) using his pos -
ition as a Bible class teacher to urge brethren to put
their money in his hank so that it could be handled by
"Christian hands'? T can tell you--not long! It might
even cause a {ew weaker brethren to wonder about the
banking business on the part of a Christian and con-
¢lude (wrongly) that Christians, especially teachers,
have no business in banking.

Again, let me make one thing chrystal clear: I
helieve Christians may go into any legitimate business
--either partor fulltime. T[believebrethren may pub-

lish religious papers or operate private schools, in-
cluding those with Bible in the curriculum. These
may be profit making or non-profit in organization.
1 believe that anyone who would deny that right is dead
wrong. His position is both unscriptural and logically
indefensible. But, I also believe that brethren in
these businesses need to take a good look at themsel-
ves and their tactics of promotion and operation lest
their good be evil spoken of. They should try to weed
out excesses and abuses that often are undeniably pre-
sent soas to avoid being the very hammer that forges
extremists.

at our next service!
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Don't despise the law ot God! Don't trodunder
your feet the Son of God! Don't do despite unto the
Spirit of Grace!! Don't pervert God's plan of redempt-
ion! Vengeance belongeth to God and he will recom-
pense and judge all who do so!

MOVING?

Remember to send us a
change of address (with
zZip code)! Do not miss a
single issue

How Can | Help

THIS CONGREGATION

TO GROW 7

[ NEED TO START WITH MYSELF-—-YES, IF I REALLY WANT TO
0 SOMETHING---NOT THINK AND TALK ABOUT WHAT OTHERS ARE

OR ARE NOT [OING. LET ME PLAN MY WORK AUD WORK MY PLA }\ N
\

T

CALL AND INVITE TO OUR SERVICES

Find out about
the sermons for
Sunday--call a
friend and in
an interesting
way tell them
about the ser-
mons .

ENROLL SOMEONE IN CORRESPONDENCE COURSE

Tell them about an
interesting, free
Bible study course N
by mail. One of
the finest ways to
learm the Bible!

LEART OF THE RICH TREASURES OF SINCERE DEVOTED WORSHIP

Learn to par-
ticipate with
others in a
real feast of
spiritual

- things. Be re-
freshed by ed-
ifying others
and yourself

o o
.
‘0 e oer & e

MAKE  USE OF GOOD TRACTS

Hand to others or mail
a good selection of
tracts.

ARRANGE A STUDY WITH SOMEONE

Make arrangements with a
friend, loved one or neigh-
bor in your home or theirs.
Let the elders or the
preacher know and an able
teacher you can have confi-

How about 1t? Do

ARE YOU ENCOURAGING OR ARF YOU DISCOURAGING ?

your attitude and actions en-
ccurage or discourage others? Do you cormend or
corplain? If every member had your attituds would
the church be stromger or weaker? How about it?

by John Clark
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The blood of Christ

"Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed
with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your
vain conversation received by tradition from your fa-
thers: But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a
lamb without blemish and without spot: who verily was
foreordained before the foundation of the world, but
was manifest in these last times for you, who by him
do believe in God, that raised him up from the dead,
and gave him glory; that your faith and hope might be
in God." -- T Peter 1:18-21.

The importance of blood in God's plan for man's
redemption is seen in the restrictions God placed on
animal's blood, in the insufficiency of the blood of
animals to take away sin, and the blessings obtained
by the shedding of the blood of Christ.

From Genesis 9:4-5 we read of the prohibition a-
gainst eating animal's blood. 'But flesh with the life
thereof, which is the blood thereof, shall ye not eat."
The same prohibition is stated in Lev. 17:10-11." And
whatsoever man. . . that eateth any manner of blood; I
will even set my face against that soul that eateth
blood, and will cut him off from among his people.
For the life of the flesh is in the blood: and I have
given it to you upon the altar to make an atonement
for the soul." Thesame prohibition is to be recog-
nized by Christians today. (Acts 15:29).

Animal's blood was only typical of the blood of
Christ and could not remove the stain of sin. "For it
is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats
should take away sins.' (Heb. 10:4). The pouring out
of animal's blood in sacrifice for sins, showed the
sinfulness of sin, and foreshaddowed the coming of
the Savior, and the shedding of his innocent blood as
a sacrifice for the sins of the world.

The importance and necessity of the shedding of
the blood of the innocent Son of God can be seen in the
blessings the sinner obtains in this gracious sacrifice.
The Bible says that we are redeemed (bought back) by
the blood of Christ. '""Forasmuch as ye know that ye
were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver
and gold, from your vain conversation received by
tradition from your fathers; but with the precious
blood of Christ, as a lamb without blemish and with-
out spot: who verily was foreordained before the found-
ation of the world, but was manifest in these last times
for you." (I Pet. 1:18-20). The sinner is justified by
by the blood of Christ. '"Much more then, being now
justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath
through him." The blood of Christ washes away sins.
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Quentin McCay

""Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins
in his own blood." (Rev. 1:5). The remission of
sins is possible only by the blood of Christ. "For tl;i—s—
is my blood of the New Testament, which is shed for
many for the remission of sins." (Matt. 26:28). Not
only is the alien sinner's salvation been provided for
in the blood of Christ, but the Christian is cleansed
by the blood of Christ as he walks in the light of the
word of God.

The most important question is, how is the sinner
to come in contact with the redeeming, justifying,
cleansing and the saving benefits of the blood of Christ.
The Bible answers.

The blood of Christ is connected inseparably with
the New Testament, and there can be no blessings ob-
tained by the blood of Christ apart from the last will
and Testament of Christ. 'This is my blood of the
New Testament, '""said Jesus in Matthew 26:28. Heb-
rews 9:12-28 shows the relationship of the blood of
Christ to the New Testament. Just as the book, all
the people, the tabernacle, and all the vessels of the

of the ministry were dedicated by the blood of animals,
(Heb. 9:19-22), so the law of Christ and all the
"heavenly things themselves' were dedicated by the
blood of Christ. Toreceive the blessings of Christ's
death, therefore, one must obey the IE__W, sealed by

The churchwas purchased by the blood of Christ.
(Acts 20:28; Eph. 5:23-27). To receive the benefits
of the blood of Christ one must become a member of
the church purchased by his blood. This is done by
obeying the commands stipulated in the lawdedicated
by his blood. The church and the blessings of the
cross are inseparably connected.

There is a relationship between baptism and the
cross that cannot be separated. We are washed in
the blood of the cross (Rev. 1:5). But this washing
takes place when one is baptized into Christ. (Acts
22:16). To expect salvation from sin before one is
baptized into Christ, (Gal. 3:26-27), is to expect some-
thing that God has not promised.

How does the sinner reach the saving power of the
blood of Christ? From the above considerations it is
very clear that in obedience to the law, sealed by the
blood, which includes baptism, one is added to the
church purchased by the blood of Christ. So both bap-
tism and church membership are essential to obtain-
ing the blessings of the cross of Christ.



If | Were a Young Parent

Gardner S. Hall

It is God's will that young married couples be
parents if possible. 'T will therefore that the younger
women marry, bear children, guide the house. give
none ocassiontothe adversary to speak reproachfully."”
(I Tim. 5:14) "Notwithstanding she shall be saved in
childbearing, if they continue in faith and charity and
holiness with sobriety. " (I Tim. 2:15) "Lo, children
are an heritage of the Lord: and the fruit of the womb
is his reward. As arrows are in the hand of a mighty
man; so are children of thy youth. Happy is the man
that hath his quiver full of them." (Ps. 127:3-5).

A voung woman is not permitted to be a church
proclaimer. If she behaves well, her duty is fulfilled
in being a Christian, a mother and a home maker.

There is some similarity hetween marriage and
and parenthood. A good marriage is a source of
great happiness: or it may be the cause of great sor-
row and regret. So with being parents. Good children
being the utmost in happiness to parents; but wild,
disobedient children almost make life unhearable. "A
foolish son is a grief to his father, and bitterness to
her that bear him." (Prov. 17:25),

So it behooves young parents to give much thought
and prayer to the rearing of their children.

So, whatwouldIdoifTwerea voung parent? Some
readers will probably consider some of my views ex-
treme. Some are based on human judgment. But I do
hope age, experience and observation have qualified
me to offer worthwhile suggestions. I certainly make
no claims to infallibility.

1 would Take the Responsibility Seriously. So
many take it lightly. Twould think much upon the quest-
ion the neighbors asked about little baby John. '"What
manner of child shall this be?' (Luke 1:66).

Iwould reflect: He is a child that will either be an
asset totheworld, a blessing to society, or he will be
a curse. The world will be better because he lived,
or he will contribute to the moral pollution.

Another: This child will live in heaven and be hap-

py for all eternity; or this child will spend all eterni-
tv in hell with the devil and his angels.
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The responsibility does belong to parents. It not
the responsibility of the school, the church or the boy
scouts. God did not blame Eli's failure on society.
Many parents take it for granted THEIR children will
be good at all times. Itnever seems to occur to them
that they need careful guidance, training, teaching.
They think they can turn them loose with absolutely no
worry. Butthe Bible says, "Foolishness is bound up
in the heart of a child.” (Prov. 22:15) "A child left
to himself bringeth his mother to shame." (Prov. 2%
15). "Trainupa child in the way he should go." (Prov .
22:6).

Many parents have no greater concern than their
children stay out of trouble. An elderly man said to
me repeatedly: "I have six boys and not one of them
has everbeeninjail." T knew one of his sons who had
become a physician, moved into a city and there join-
ed a popular denomination. This seemed not to con-
cern his elderly father.

Iwould Pray for Wisdom. We are taught in James
1:5-7 that if anyone lacks wisdom he should ask wis-
dom of God. This includes wisdom needed for any
responsibility. So it should certainly include needed
wisdom for rearing children.

IWould Have Bible Reading and Prayer With Them.
Surely this suggestion is not in the realm of opinion
or human judgment. "And, ve fathers provoke not
vour childrentowrath: butbring them up in the nuture
and admonition of the Lord. ' (Eph. 6:4). "And these
words, which I command thee this day, shall be upon
thy heart; and thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy
children. " (Deut. 6:6,7).

Perhaps you have heard the story of the family
which had prayer every night about 9. A young man
left that home and was engaged in a distant city. He
was on his way with other boys to a place of sin. But
astheywalked, heheard a clock strike 9. This awak-
ened his conscience and he excused himself and went
back to his room. The thought that his father would
be praying for him at that time turned back from de-
filing himself.

But sometimes in our home some of our weaknesses
show through and we are ashamed to lead our family



in spiritual devotions. This should be a great incent-
ive to fight and overcome our weaknesses. But when
a father errs he should have the courage to apologize
to his family and ask them to help him live better.
This will not only please God but it will enhance the
family's confidence inyou. All good people have sym-
pathy for others who have problems as long as they
believe they are fighting temptation and striving to o-
vercome. 'The sacrifices of God are a broken spir-
it: a broken and contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not
despise. " (Ps. 51:17) When sin sticks out like a sore
thumb and one pretends great piety--that destroys ev-
eryone's confidence.

I Would Begin My Training Early.

The very first lesson a child needs to learn is respect
for, and submission to authority. He needs to learn
that he can't have everything he wants or always have
his own way. And the best time to teach this is in in-
fancy, even before one is a year old. The child needs
to learnthat temper tantrums don't get anything at all
except punishment. If one learns that fits of temper
are rewarded with humoring and petting--maybe by
grandparents--and getting what he wants, he will keep
suchupthrough his childhood, teenage years, and in-
to adulthood. Woe unto the girl who marries such a
spoiled man, or to a man who marries such a spoiled
girl. 't is better to dwell in the corner of the house-
top, than with a brawling woman in a wide house."
(Prov. 21:9). That will work either way.

Iwas in a store and at the checkout counter a small
boy picked upa pound bag of candy and wanted his mo-
ther to buy it. She said, '"No.' He yelled, stamped
his feet and so the embarrassed woman hastily pro-
duced the money and bought the candy. Boys and girls
need wiser mothers than that one is.

Parents are the first authority children know, and
it is their responsibility to teach them submission to
authority. If they learn it when small, they will be a
joy to their teachers, companions in marriage, em-
ployers, and in every other relationship. They will
respect and obey the civil authorities, the elders of
the church and God.

If Some Responsible Person Reported Misconduct,
I Would Take Proper Action. By responsible person,
I mean a teacher, school principal, Bible school
teacher, elder of the church or preacher. My people
used to tell us that if we got a whipping at school, we
would get another one when we got home.

I certainly would not depend on the child's testi-
mony alone. I would investigate as thoroughly as
possible. We need to teach children what is right and
emphasize that God's word is the standard of right;
but we should still be watchful. Some parents appar-
ently pay no attention to the children in the worship
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services. They take it for granted that THEIR child-
ren will behave. I have seen some very fine people
be just that careless; and I have seen children of such
parents misbehave. I think parents should sit where
they can observe their children.

I Would Show My Children Lots of Affection. I
would do lots of hugging, romping and playing with
them. We would play ball, fly kites, go on picnics,
go to the parks or the mountains and places of clean
entertainment. We would do these things as a family.

The children would rarely be left with a baby sit-
ter. There wouldn't be much going to places where
they couldn't go. They would be made to feel that
their companionship was valued above that of any o-
thers. I heard of a great lawyer who was famous for
writing a book by the title: '"The Law of Trusts'. But
his son committed a crime and stood before a stern
judge. '"Do you remember your father?' the judge
asked. 'I remember him well," the boy answered.
""What do you remember best about your wonderful
father?'" "I remember, sir, that when I went to my
father for advice he would look up from his book and
say, 'Run away, boy; I'm busy.' I remember when I
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